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Final Statement of the 34th CBCI Plenary Meeting
held in Bangalore, from 13-19 February, 2020

DIALOGUE: PATH TO TRUTH AND CHARITY
Introduction

We, the 192 member Bishops of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of India, assembled for our XXXIV Plenary Assembly at St. John’s
National Academy of Health Sciences, Bengaluru from 13-19February
2020.Prompted by our fidelity to Jesus Christ and unflinching loyalty
to our beloved motherland we reflected, meditated and deliberated on
the ever relevant theme, “Dialogue: The Path to Truth and Charity” We
also sought to sincerely evaluate the quality of our apostolic ministry
and be renewed in the Spirit to be servant leaders of our people after
the heart of Christ who came “to serve and not to be served” (Mark
10, 48).

The Church, the community of faith in Jesus Christ, has integral
and all-inclusive dialogue at her heart. Indeed dialogue belongs to
the very essence of the Christian faith. All through her history the
Church has made earnest efforts to engage in dialogue at different
levels. As a community of human beings the Church lives in civil
society and body politic, continuously inspiring us to be loyal citizens
of India. The noteworthy contribution of the Church in the field of
education, health care and social transformation has been consistently

acknowledged by the people of India.
India: Unity in Diversity

The hallmark of Indian society is its pluralism. From ancient times,
India has been a mosaic of many religions, cultures and languages
with a strong Indian identity. What unites us is stronger and deeper
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than what divides us. We are proud of our Constitution that envisions
a Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic Republic which resolved to
secure for all its citizens Justice, Liberty, Equality and Fraternity as
enshrined in the Preamble. Justice is spelt out as social, economic
and political; Liberty is explained as liberty of thought, expression,
belief, faith and worship; and Equality is understood as equality of
status and opportunity. These Constitutional values form the ethos of
Indian identity that promotes fraternity, dignity of the individual and
unity and integrity of the nation. Every citizen must be ever vigilant
against all attempts to undermine the ennobling human vision of the
Constitution so that our beloved country ever remains united.

Biblical Foundations

Various streams of thoughts running through the biblical texts enrich
our understanding of the necessity of dialogue among peoples and
cultures. Dialogue with other religions is integral to the Biblical
Revelation. The different aspects of dialogue in the Bible are rooted
in our faith in God as Trinity: God as the Creator of all, the universal
presence of God’s Spirit, and Jesus as the Saviour of all mankind.

In the Gospels, Jesus’ encounters with people reveal that God is the
Father of all. The Kingdom of God that Jesus preached embodies
the love of God, irrespective of race, sex, colour, class, language and
creed. The Good News of Jesus calls upon humanity to establish a
society of justice, equality, love, forgiveness and peace. Dialogue begins
and grows when we open ourselves to the Lord, and by committing
ourselves to his words and deeds, live the mystery of his death and
resurrection which paves the path to truth and charity. For example,
in the dialogue with the Samaritan woman, Jesus unveils the true
horizons of relating with God in truth and spirit. He starts with the
dialogue of life and moves to the dialogue of action which is followed
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by the dialogue of sharing the religious experience, and eventually
the dialogue leads to the witnessing of truth.

Church Teachings

The Church encourages believers to respect each other and one
another’s religious tradition, thus cooperating with one another to
promote peace and harmony and work for the common good of all.
Pope Francis has urged all people of good will to make every effort to
establish peace in society by “inviting all persons who believe in God
to unite and work together, so that it may serve as a guide for future
generations to advance a culture of mutual respect in the awareness
of the great divine grace that makes all human beings brothers and
sisters...called to express this human fraternity by safeguarding
creation and the entire universe, and supporting all persons, especially
the poorest and those most in need...” (Document on Human
Fraternity, 4th February 2019, Abu Dhabi).

Dialogue is rooted in the very vocation of the Church. Being open
to dialogue, calls for being absolutely consistent with one’s own
religious tradition. Believers enter into each other’s depth of life
through dialogue.

Dialogue with Cultures and Religions

Every community that lives in India possesses its own cultural identity
with its richness, which must be respected at any cost. Attempts to
homogenize and impose a mono-cultural pattern pose serious threats to
the cultural patrimony of our country. As our Constitution envisions,
there not be any meaningful dialogue of culture without acknowledging
the primacy of human person. People of every culture and religion
and those who profess no religion must be esteemed with mutual
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respect which eventually leads to human fraternity. No culture or
religion shall dominate over other cultures and religions. Subduing
certain cultures by the dominant culture will destroy the brotherhood
and harmony existing in the country. “The enemy of fraternity is an
individualism which translates into the desire to affirm oneself and
one’s own group above others. Religious behaviour, therefore, needs
continually to be purified from the recurrent temptation to judge
others as enemies and adversaries” (Document on Human Fraternity,
4th February 2019, Abu Dhabi).

Liberating Dialogue with the Poor, the Dalits and Tribal People

Dialogue with the poor, the Dalits and Tribal people is an urgent
priority in the context of India. The Dalits and Tribal people are
continually denied their human rights socially. Every step taken
in favour of their liberation by eradicating poverty, exploitation,
discrimination, and every other form of sinful structures of society
are effective means of dialogue. However, dialogue with the poor shall
not be limited only to the works of mercy. The term ‘the Church
of the poor’ reflects the constant self-understanding of Christians
that the poor stand in the place of Christ, and therefore charity and
justice must be an essential and central dimension of what it means
to be a follower of Christ.

In this context, we urge the State authorities to take adequate steps
to ensure justice to the Dalit Christians and the Tribal people.

Dialogue with Nature

Dialogue with nature is another important aspect. The earth, our
common home, which was created to support life and give praise to
God, is crying out with pain because human activity is destroying it.
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All who believe in God and all people of good will have an obligation
to protect the ecological equilibrium of the earth, intended by the
Creator. Therefore dialogue with nature includes serious steps to
mitigate climate change, clean the land and the seas, and start treating
all of creation with respect and concern.

Dialogue with the Unborn

Dialogue should not be limited to those who are born; rather the
right to life of the unborn must also be taken seriously into account.
We believe that the human being is to be respected and treated as a
person from the moment of conception, that each and every human
life has inherent dignity, and thus must be treated with the respect
due to a human person from womb to tomb. The steps to legalise the
abortion even to the extent of six months must be condemned as a
gross injustice which undermines the right to life of the unborn. We
appeal to the State authorities that it immediately withdraw the Bill
in the Parliament.

Dialogue of Peace

Interreligious dialogue is one of the most pressing needs of our
times. There will be no peace among nations without peace among
religions. There will be no peace among religions without dialogue
among religions.We are alarmed by continuous persecution on a global
level endured by innocent people at the hands of fundamentalist and
terrorist groups.

Dialogue in India should aim at collaboration in areas such as peace-
building, protection the environment, eradication of poverty and
ensuring the human dignity of all, especially of women and children.
Besides, it means that we condemn all wars, violence and terrorism
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that create insurmountable blocks to dialogue. We pledge ourselves
to engage in a process of dialogue for a reconciled society.

A Fervent Appeal

We believe that patriotism is different from narrow and divisive
cultural nationalism, which is radically different from Constitutional
nationalism. No one has the right to question patriotism of any
Indian citizen on subjective grounds. Authentic patriotism unites us
amidst divergences. Patriotism is defined as directing the attention
of the citizens to the good of the whole human family, united by
the different ties which bind together races, people and nations. “All
Christians must be aware of their sense of responsibility and their
service of the common good. They must recognize the legitimacy
of different opinions with regard to temporal solutions, and respect
citizens, who, even as a group, defend their points of view by honest
methods” (Church in the Modern World, no. 75).

False nationalistic ideologies that instigate contempt for cultures other
than the majoritarian dominant culture are capable of perpetrating
atrocities. It is necessary to clarify the essential difference between
patriotism and pseudo nationalism. Patriotism builds up the nation
while pseudo nationalism destroys the integrity, unity and harmony
of the nation. Nationalism, particularly in its most radical and extreme
forms, is thus the antithesis of true patriotism.

We appeal to the State authorities to ensure that pseudo nationalism
does not continue to give rise to new forms of totalitarianism. Together
with the framers of the Constitution, we, the Catholic Bishops of
India, affirm that religion shall not be a criterion for determining
Indian citizenship. The authorities should come forward with sincere
and effective means to erase the sense of fear, anxiety and uncertainty
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spreading in the nation, especially among the religious minorities.

Needless to say that dissent should not be misconstrued as un-
patriotism. Democracy cannot be built on monologue. We call upon
the State authorities that it is right time to sit around the common
table, a place of conversation and of shared hopes. Against the attempts
at creating cultural isolation in our beloved country, dialogue will
make the elements that are seemingly a barrier or a wall, a bridge
of relationship. “Identity and dialogue are not enemies. Our own
cultural identity is strengthened and enriched as a result of dialogue
with those unlike ourselves. Nor is our authentic identity preserved
by an impoverished isolation.” (Pope Francis, Querida Amazonia, n.)

Conclusion

Dialogue is indeed the path to truth and charity. Let us pray that
dialogue grows in every family, at all levels of the Church, among
the Christians, among religions and cultures, and among the nations
so that God’s Kingdom of reconciliation, justice, peace and love may
come.

Though deeply concerned and anguished with what is happening,
we are filled with hope inspired by faith and the innate goodness
of all our fellow citizens. We appreciate the majority who uphold
the secular values of our nation. We are determined to continue to
collaborate in the work of building our great nation, Mother India.

May the Blessed Virgin Mary, who manifested the exemplary spirit

of dialogue through her maternal intercession, guide each one of us
on the path of truth and charity!
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Appointments and Transfers

Fr. Manu Panachikal mebs  : Back to the Congregation

Fr. Joseph Chakkittamury  : Assistant Parish Priest, Little Flower
Cathedral, NRPura

Fr. Varghese Kodavana : Assistant Priest in-Charge, St.Mary’s
ChurchRampur (Diocese of Adilabad)

Fr. Libin Chakinimanthra : Assistant Priest in-Charge, Shanthida
Church,Rallamettupally (Diocese of
Adilabad)

Fr. Jose Poottampuzha : Assistant Parish Priest of Holy Family

Cathedral Church,Adilabad
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BS@0 MILNDaIMETBRIESWI0 BHEMBEIHMD BJal®O BH(MBOBI@ Moo
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1. The Minutes of the Pothuyogam (original and copy), the Annual
Statement of Account of 2019- 2020 (odadlHe®as, book and
sheet) and budget for 2020 -2021 (original and copy).

2. Journal and Ledger with Bills and Vouchers
3. Accounts of the Institutions (if any)
4. Accounts of the Diocesan Farms
5. Updated Bank Passbooks and Check Books
6. FD Receipts (if any)
22-04-2020: N.R.Pura, Little Flower Cathedral Church
09.30 am : N.R.Pura
1030 “ : Sangameswarapet
11.00 : Balehonnur
1130 * : Chettikudige
12.00 noon : Varkatta
02.00 pm : Makkode
02.30 “ : Koppa
03.00 “ : Muthinakoppa & Mallanthoor
03.30 : Shettikoppa
23.04.2020: Sagar, St. Thomas Church
09.30 am : Sagar, Joga & Kargal
1030 : Ripponpett
11.00 “ :  Nagavally
1130 * : Iduvally
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12.00 noon : Hosur (Induvally)
02. 00 pm : Anavatty
02.30 “ : Anandapuram
24.04.2020: Shimoga, St. Joseph’s Forane Church
09.30 am : Bhadravathi
10.00 “ : Davangere
10.30 : Holehonnur
11.00 “ : Masthikatte
1130 : Umblebylu
12.00 noon : Shimoga
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Winners of Syro-Malabar Anthem Competition

First Prize - Iduvally

Mrs.Reena Joy

Mrs.Rincy Sunil

Mrs.Sheena Babu

Mrs.Seema Benny

Mrs.Ashly Joshy

Mrs.Sheela James

Mrs.Mary Mathew

Second Prize-Varkatte

Mrs.Mini
Kachapppilly

Mrs.Shally
Merthangal

Mrs.Reena Mangalam

Mrs.Shiby
Mundathanath

Mrs.Sunitha Alukka

Third Prize—Balehonnur

Mrs.Ramani

Mrs.Sajini

Mrs.Jessy

Mrs.Susan

Mrs.Pushpa
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Toppers of Sofia Vachanamala Competition
Name Parish
I Baby Saji Mannaparambil | Induvally/ Hossur
Daisy Jomy Shivamogga
Shini Binu Kootala N.R.Pura
II Jessy Wilson Balehinnur
Nimitha Bose Ikkeri Sagar
111 Jyothi Sachin Balehonnur
Kochuthresia Joshy Shettikoppa
Libina Babu Bhadravathi
Liji Chekkethmooda M.Koppa
Lissy Joseph Ikkeri
Shali Liyo Shivamogga
Soumya Ajesh Induvally Hossur
Sujitha Sunny Gorigundi(S.Pet)
v Dolly Reshma R Moolekatte
Lincy Martin N R Pura
Toppers of Sofia Bible Writing Competition
Name Parish
I Shoby Joy
II Licy Avarachan N.R .Pura
Achamma Baby Hosur
11 Sonia Binu Puthenpurayil | Sagar/ Ikkeri
Jeena Siju Varkatte
Baby Saji Hosur
Anna Shinto N.Holekatte Sorab
Hiney John Shivamogga
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I\Y Anitha Vijesh N.R.Pura
Sheena Reji Chettikudige
Simidha Vijay N.R.Pura
Sajini Chandi Balehonnur
Sneha Sibi Iduvally
Lija James Hosur
Nimitha Bose Ikkeri
Sujitha Sunny S. Pet
Shally Jose Varkatte
Anna Devis Moolekatte
Shiny Rajan Ripponpet
\Y% Jismitha Bineesh N.R Pura
Bincy Joseph S.pet
Binu Suresh Hosur
Lissy Joseph Sagar/Ikkery
Sheeja Jacob Iduvally
Leena Binoy Balehonnur
Rincy Sunil Iduvally
Reji Biju Sagar/Ikkery
VI Shubha Jisu Iduvally
Ashly Benny Chettykudige
Harsha Sanu S.Pet
Sheeja Vadakel Iduvally
Sonia Romin Kargel
Jessy A E Balehonnur
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VII

Ansamma Sagar/Ikkery
Mary Anthony Iduvally
Sheeba Joy Moolekatte
Monika K A Iduvally
Ashly Ellizabeth Iduvally
Thresiyamma Devasy

Mini Vargees M.Koppa
Seema Benny Iduvally
Ribitha Sunil N.R.Pura
Ramany Thomas Balehonnur
Dolly Biju Iduvally
Jyancymole NR.Pura
Leelamma Mathew Iduvally
Ancy Mathew Varkatte
Pushpa Mathew Varkatte
Melcy Mathew N.R.Pura
Maggi Varkatte
Suja Reji Varkatte
Jasmine Biju Iduvally
SiniK'T N.R.Pura
Shyla Shaju Umbalebyllu
Kochuthresia Joshi Shettykoppa
Mariyamma Joseph N.R.Pura
Emilda Chettykoppa
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Sofia Mother Award
No Name Parish
1 Kochuthresia Joshy Shettykoppa
2 Mercy Alukka Pudusserry | M.Koppa
3 Joshi Thomas Varkatte
4 Shiny Koottala N.R.Pura
5 Nisha Jaimy Shivamogga
6 Shyla Shaju Umbalebylu
7 Leena Benoy Balehonnur
8 Syjitha Sunny Gorugundi
9 Jasmine Biju Iduvally
10 Nimitha Boss Ikkery
11 Shiny Rajan Ripponpet
Toppers of Bombing the City Competition
Name Parish
I Mrs.Mary Baby Rippon Pet
I1 Rincy Suni Iduvally
11 Sr Gracelin Muthinakoppa
Balehonnur

Jyothi
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Naomi’s Competitions
No Name Parish
Baloon Balancing
I Aniyamma Chirayil Hosur
Theyyamma Kallarakkal | Hosur
Anise Shaju Shimogga
Mini Joy Induvally
Musical Chair
I Theyyamma Kallarakkal | Hosur
I Aniyamma Chirayil Hosur
Baloon Passing Senior
I Leelamma Indumutil Ripponpet
I Mary Njavallikunnel Ripponpet
Baloon Passing Junior
I Theyyamma Kallarakkal | Hosur
Bombing the City
I Sr Lissa Mary Konandur
II Simmy Shaji Makiel Ripponpet
M. 9at Ml.ag)o.aVl

AWQIODSD
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BISHOP’S DIARY

JANUARY 2020

02 Conferred Priestly Ordination on Rev. Dn. Sebastian
Cakinimantharayil, at St. Thomas Church, Manikkadavu

03 Offered Holy Mass at St. Mary’s church, Vazhavara, for the
deceased members of the family

04 Conferred Priestly Ordination on Rev. Dn. Joseph
Pottampuzha, at Sacred Heart Church, Ayavana; Offered
Holy Eucharist, St. Thomas Forane church, Aranattukara
on the occasion of the parish fest

06 Blessed the marriage of a relative at Akaparampu,
Nedumbassery; visited MCBS Generalate

07 Offered Holy Eucharist at MCBS Generalate chapel

07-0 Participated in the Retreat of Syro-Malabar Bishops at
Mount St. Thomas, Kakkanad

10-15 :  Participated in the Synod of Syro-Malabar Bishops at Mount
St. Thomas, Kakkanad

13 Participated in the meeting of the Syro-Malabar Synodal
Commission for Catechism

19 Offered Holy Eucharist at St. Joseph Church, Shettikoppa
on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of Rev. Fr. Thomas
Kulathumbkal

21 Participated in the Christmas-New Year gathering of the
priests of the diocese held at Gokul Farm and Ashram,
Anandapura

25 Presided at the meeting of the Diocesan Pastoral Plan

44

Implementation Committee at Bodhana Pastoral Centre,
Bhadravathi
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26 Offered Holy Eucharist at Assumption Church, Bathery on
the occasion of the parish feast

28 Participated in the reception to the new priests of MCBS
Zion Province held in MCBS Regional House, Gadikoppa

FEBRUARY 2020

01 Offered Holy Eucharist at St. Joseph’s Forane Church,
Shimoga, on the occasion of the Parish Feast

02 Offered Holy Mass at St. Joseph’s Church, Perumpadavu,
on the occasion of Parish Feast

04 Participated in the monthly recollection of Ripponpett
Forane held at Sacred Heart Church, Hosur, Induvally

08 Celebrated Holy Mass at St. Peter’s Church, Masthikatte on
the occasion of the Parish Feast

09 Officiated at the funeral of Mr. Isacc Arumachadath, father
of Rev. Fr. Shaji Arumachadath, at St. Sebastian Forane
church, Nellikampoil

10 Participated in the monthly recollection of N.R. Pura Forane
held at Little Flower Cathedral, N. R. Pura

11 Participated in the monthly recollection of Shimoga Forane
held at S. H. Hostel Convent, Shimoga

13-20 : Participated in the CBCI Plenary Meeting, held at St. John’s
Medical College, Bangalore

21 Participated in the Annual Function of Mathruvedi held at
Good Shepherd church, Ripponpett

22 Participated in the KSMCA Belthangady Annual Function,
held at Ujjire, Belthangady

23 Offered Holy Eucharist at St. Antony’s church, Peratta and

gave baptism to a child of the Araickal family
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24 Beginning of Lent, Ash Monday, offered Holy Eucharist with

the blessing of the ashes at Infant Jesus church, Bhadravathi
BISHOP’S PROGRAMME

MARCH 2020

02-05 : KRCBC Retreat for the Bishops of Karnataka Region at
Ecumenical Christian Centre, Whitefield, Bangalore

06 Annual Function of St. Thomas School, Kompayar

07 Erattayar

09 Minor Orders of the MCBS Brothers at Sanathana Major
Seminary, Thamarassery

13-14 : Karshaka Seminar, Bodhana Pastoral Centre

19 Feast of St. Joseph, Holy Mass at Pulloorampara

21 Meeting of the Diocesan Pastoral Council, Bodhana Pastoral
Centre

22 Pastoral visit

23 St. Joseph’s School, N. R. Pura

25 MSSS Governing Body Meeting, Shimoga

29 Pastoral visit

APRIL 2020

04 Beginning of the Summer Programme for the seminarians
of Bhadravathi

05 Palm Sunday

07 Recollection of the Priests, Presbyterium and Chrism Mass,
Bodhana Pastoral Centre

09 Maundy Thursday, Little Flower Cathedral, NR Pura
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10
12
13
14

16
18
26
28

29

30
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Good Friday, Infant Jesus Church, Moolakatte, Bhadravathi
Easter, Little Flower Cathedral, NR Pura

Engaged

Declaration of Minor Basilica in Dornahalli; Episcopal
ordination of Msgr. Peter Kochuparampil, Palghat

First Holy Communion, St. Thomas Church, Ikkeri, Sagar
Frist Holy Communion, Little Flower Cathedral, N.R. Pura
First Commitment of Sr. Gisel Arumachadath, Moolamattom

Meeting of the Diocesan Pastoral Council, Bodhana Pastoral
Centre, Bhadravathi

Diaconate and Minor Orders of candidates from the diocese
of Bhadravathi

Nilambur
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1. The Minutes of the Pothuyogam (original and copy), the Annual
Statement of Account of 2019- 2020 (book and sheet) and budget
for 2020 -2021 (original and copy).

2. Journal and Ledger with Bills and Vouchers
3. Accounts of the Institutions (if any)
4. Accounts of the Diocesan Farms
5. Updated Bank Passbooks and Check Books
6. FD Receipts (if any)
22-04-2020: N.R.Pura, Little Flower Cathedral Church
09.30 am : N.R.Pura
1030 “ : Sangameswarapet
11.00 “ : Balehonnur
1130 * : Chettikudige
12.00 noon : Varkatta
02.00 pm : Makkode
02.30 “ : Koppa
03.00 “ : Muthinakoppa & Mallanthoor
03.30 “ : Shettikoppa
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23.04.2020: Sagar, St. Thomas Church

09.30 am : Sagar, Joga & Kargal
10.30 Ripponpett

11.00 Nagavally

11.30 Iduvally

12.00 noon : Hosur (Induvally)
02. 00 pm Anavatty

02.30 Anandapuram

24.04.2020: Shimoga, St. Joseph’s Forane Church

09.30 am : Bhadravathi

10.00 * Davangere

10.30 “ : Holehonnur

11.00 “ : Masthikatte

11.30 © : Umblebylu

12.00 noon : Shimoga
HBRLNILL:
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